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ABSTRACT 

This annotated bibliography is designed to acquaint 
the reader with selected publications on the rationale for and 
history of law-related education (LRE) . The focus is primarily on 
works by people associated with the American Bar Association's 
Special Committee on Youth Education for Citizenship. These v^orks 
indicate the range of resources available, and provide a basic 
understanding of LRE*s origins and goals. The bibliography includes 
American Bar Association publications, journal articles, and books. 
Source information is provided for the materials included. (JB) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

* from the original document. 
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American Bar Association Special Committee on Youth Educat on for Citizenship 



Selected Background Readings on 
Law-Related Education (LRE) 

byCorinne Levitz 



Tliis annotated bibliugrapli> is dcsignctl to acquaint the 
reader with selected pubhcations on tlie rationale for and 
history of law -related education (LilE). Man) law -related 
education programs, state departments of education, unner- 
sities, and others have published exemplary work in this field. 
Space does not permit us to discuss them all here. Ratlier, 
we have focused primanl) on works b> people associated 
with the American Bar Association's Special Committee on 
Youth Education for Citizenship. These works indicate the 
range of resources available, and provide a basic . iiderstand- 
ing of LRE's origins and goals. 

American Bar Association Publications 

• Anderson, Charlotte C, and Lynda Carl I alkenstein, edi- 
tors. Daring to Dreant: Uxw and the Humantttcs for 
Elementary Sch (Chicago: American Bar Association's 
Special Committee on Youth Education for Citi/xnship, 

1980) . 

This is a collection of s>nipos um papers addressing such 
critical issues as children's learnaig, schools and schooling, 
program develupment and :>upport, and evaluation. It 
represents a major effort to focus on improving civic learn- 
ing in the elementary schools, long before children reach high 
school. It draws upuii two great cultural traditions — 
humanities and 1 iw - ti) make thr airricular thrust not just 
another fad to be "added uii" to an overburdened curricu- 
lum Rather, the il is to revivify civic learning in elemen- 
tary schools. 

• White, Charles j,, editor. Budding Bridges to tbt Lui . 
How to Make L//r}vv>, judfics. Police and Othcf Mew- 
brrs of the CAnumiouty ?drt of Wmr I^nc-Related Edu- 
iJtton Program (Chicago. American Bar Association's 
Special Committee on Ycjuth Education for Citi/enship, 

1981) . 

Strong comniunit) involvement has been (Mie of the 
strengths of LRE from the ver> beginning The active sup- 
port of lawyers, police and probation officers, judges, and 
many others from the community has been a hallmark of 



this movement. It has greatly strengthened programs adminis- 
tratively, but more important, it has provided educational 
resources that no other movement can match. Resea^-ch 
shows that an excellent vsay of making any subject real to 
students is to show it in action. Getting the community into 
the cuissroom (and students into the community ) has made 
law-related education a vivid subject for students all over the 
country. 

This IS a "how to" book. contains ..♦'tides explaining 
how projects from around the country ha\> been successful 
and provides dozens of tips on how the reader can achieve 
the same success. 

• White, Charles J., Mandate for Change: The Impact of 
iMWon Educational Innovation (Chicago: American Bar 
Association's Special Committee on Youth Education for 
Citizenship, 1979). 

This report of a Ford Foundation-supported study com- 
pares curriculum laws and regulations in all 50 states with 
their actual impact on the classroom, especially as they affect 
the teaching of law -related education. The study seeks to 
determine whether laws impede or encourage an innovation 
such as law -related education. The study is supplemented 
by in-depth interviews of teachers and administrators in five 
states. 

It concludes that mere legislative mandating of curncii- 
luni in any subject^ including law, does not insure any 
meaningful classroom activity. In fact, no law or regulation, 
unless integrated into a comprehensive program of public 
awareness, parent involvement, teacher education, and stu- 
dent engagement, will have an impact on what students 
learn. 

This report w ill be useful to those seeking a better under- 
standing of innovation in educauon generally, especially cur- 
riculum innovators and scholars studying the process of 
Minovation. It provides a number of recommendations both 
for those wIkj make aiul implement etlucation law and for 
those who might seek to influence educational policy, li also 
provides insight into how teacher attitudes and behavior 
influence both formal and infoimal curricula. 



Journal Articles 

• Anderson, Charlotte C, guest editor. Intercom 100, 
Through the U'gu! Looking Glass: Reflections ol Peoples 
and Cultures (December, 1981). 

Global and law-related education overlap in the field of 
comparative law. While the term "coniparatne law" suggests 
cross-cultural comparisons, it often refers studying law in 
other societies wuhout necessanl) drawing comparisons with 
the students' own legal system. This issue demonstrates a 
few of the ways that the study of law can ei'.rich the study 
of any society or culture, ineiuding ones own. hideed, am 
law-related education which does not provide opportunities 
to explore alternative legal systems runs the risk of warpmg 
or inadequately developing students' understanding of their 
own jurisprudential heritage. 

• Anderson, Charlotte C, guest editor, Intercom 103, 
Beyond Boundarws: Lnc m a Global Age (January, 1981). 
Global and law-related education share a mutual concern 

for international law, which is the focus of this issue. The 
teaching materials in this Lssue guide teachers and studen»^s 
in identi.^ying ways international law is — or can become — 
an arena fo: applying their developing citizenship skills. 

• Anderson, Charlotte C.,^ and Mabel C. McKinney- 
Browning 'Sat Principals Should Know About 1 aw- 
Related Fa «ion;' Principal (January 1982), 42-46. 
While a rich and varied array of programs in law- related 

education is available for all grade levels, many school 
administrators wonder how they can develop a program in 
their own school, what costs are involved, and where they 
can get help or advice on getting started. This article poses 
these and other questions, and provides responses which icp- 
resent the collective experience of LRU program directors 
across the country. 

• Anderson, Charlotte C, Mabel C. McKinney-Browning, 
and Lynda Carl Falkenstein, guest editors, "Law-Related 
Education;^ Social Education (May 1980), 382-397. 





Mi 









Editor: Charles White 

Designer: 1 larvey Ret/loff 

Pr())CLt Director iVLibcl C. McKiiine>-Bn)\\ ning 

This IS one in a series of lechnicil assist.mcc hulitinv* on Lu\ 
related edueaiion. riiey arepul'jiislied by the Amcncaii B.ir Associ- 
ations Specinl (Omnnttee on Youth ixlucaiion for( in/enship, 
7S0N. 1 cike Shore Drive, C hicago, II 60611, ^12. 

This biillctin isni.uL possihlc In a grant frunitlic I aw -Rel.itci! 
rdiiLationOfliccof tile U S Department o{ lAiueatuHi, drant 
Numbers 12^ A8()()()2H. We express our giatitude to the Depart- 
ment for us support. 

Puintsuf view or opinions iii this doeiiineiu are those ot ilu author 
and do not neixssariK represent the oflieial posit lou or f">oliLies of 
the American Bar '\ssoeiation orthj U S. Department of 
EduCciiion 



In this issue o( Social Educatioii,^ a number of articles are 
geared toward law-related education m elementary schools. 

Charlotte Anderson's article, "Promoting Responsible 
Citi/enship Through Eleiiientar\ Law-Related Lducation " 
sunimars/es guidelines for clementar) law related education 
programs. These guidelines ma\ also stimulate ciitical review, 
leading to clearer definitions of what elementary education 
can and should be. The aiticle concentrates on two critical 
features of elenientar\ LRE pn^grams: (1) the learning out- 
comes sought b\ such progrcUiis, and (2j the learning en\ iron- 
men t that facilitates such outcomes. 

The three other articles in this compilation deal with (I) 
a student governance program which enhances the law- 
related /citi/,cn ship education students recei\'e, (2) sample 
LRL learning experiences for elementary classrooms, and 
(3) a bibliograph.y of children'*- literature with a strong LRL 
content. 

• Hahn^ Carole L., " The Status of the Social Studies in the 
Public Schools of the United States: Another Look," Social 
Education (March 19<S5), 220-223. 

This 1985 survey of state social studies curriculum 
specialists and supervisor^ reveals that since 1975 LRL has 
been added to the social studies curriculum in more than 
half of the foit\-six states responding. Law-related educa- 
tion was ideiitified as the fourth most important priority 
of these respondents. The first priority — citizenship 
education — IS one that often includes law-related content and 
strategies. 

Mahn\ article pro\ ides an on era 11 picture of the direction 
social studies was taking between 1976 and 1983, and how 
that direction holds significance now as we assess the status 
of social studie<i before undertaking new initiatives. 

• Little, Judith Warren, and Frances Maley, "Implementing 
Effective LRL Programs^ ERIC Fact Sheet No. 8 (Decem- 
ber 1982; ERIC Order Number: ED 233928). 

This fact sheet discusses the relation between law- related 
education and delinquency prevention. The preliminary 
results of the study highlighted here indicate that when 
pi o perl) taught V law related education can ha\e a positne 
effect on delinquency and can improxe a range of student 
attitudes related to delinquency. I'lie fact sheet discusses the 
piesciihed principles necessary to bring about a reduction 
in delinquent behavior, and their implications for program 
planning and implementation. 

• McKinncA -Browning, XLibel C, guest editor,^ I he Into- 
national joiofhil of Social P.ducation (Autumn, 1987). 
This issue of the / he Inteniatiofuil joufual ol Soi lal Edu- 

( aiion IS de\oted entirely to law- related education It includes 
a w kL" arra\ of articles tovermg this tonic, heginning with 
McKinnc) -Browning's comprehensise "Law-Rehited Lduca- 
tuni. Programs, Process, and Piomist w hich mtrotluces the 
theme of this issue and places the succeeding articles w ithin 
the context of the theme. 

I he other articles explore the processes or strategies that 
have guided Ln\ -related education o\erthe \ears within and 
outside of the school coninuinit>. 

I hese articles discuss law -related educarion as it relates 
to: cuiriculuni enhancement, mstitutionah/ation, dehn- 
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For Publications and More Information 

The publications described in this bibliography can be 
obtained from the following sources: 

• Buildifig Bridges to the Law, Daring to Dream, and 
Mandate for Change, American Bar Association, Spe- 
cial Committee on Youth Education for Citizenslup, 
Clearinghouse, 750 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, 
IL 60611; (312) 988-5733. Cost: SI each. 

• Ends in View: An Analysis of the Goals in LaJu - 
Related Education, Center for the Study of Curnca- 
lum and Instruction, The Universit> of British Colum- 
bia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada V6T 1Z5; 
(604) 338-6502. Cost: S30. 

• ERIC Publications: ERIC (Education Resources Infor- 
mation Center), Document Reproduction Service, 
3900 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 - 6409; 
(800) 227-3742. 

• ERIC general information and assistance: Clearing- 
house for Social Studies/Social Science Education, 
2805 East Tenth Street, Suite 120, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN 47408; (812) 855-3838. 

• Intercom, The American Forum for Global Educa- 
tion, 45 John Street, Suite 1200, New York, NY 
10038; (212) 732-8606. (The last issue of this maga- 
zine was published in 1986; however, copies of 
individual back issues are available at a cost of S4.00, 
plus handling.) 

• The International journal of Social Education (Official 
Journal of the Indiana Council for the Social Studies), 
Ball State University, Burkhardt Building, Department 
of History, iMuncie, IN 47306; (317) 285-8728. 

• Imw, justice, and the Individual in Society: Psycho- 
logical and Legal Issues (ISBN #: 0030-121566), 
Holt, Rinchart and Wmston, 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, 
Orlando, PL 32821; Customer Service: (800) 782- 
4479. Cost: S30 (plus tax and shipping). 

• Peabody Journal of Education, Peabody College of 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 37203; (615) 
322-8963. (Copies of Isidore Starr's article *The Law 
Studies Movement: A Memoir'' also can be obtained 
from the ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for 52). 

• Principal, National Association of Elementary School 
Principals, 1615 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 
(703) 684-3345. (Copies of the 1/82 issue referred to 
in this bibliography are out of print. Copies can be 
obtained from the ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for SI). 

• Social Education, National Council for the Social 
Studies, 3501 Newark Street, N.W., Washington, DC 
20016; (202) 966-7840. 

• Today's Education, National Education Association, 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036; 
(202) 822-7200. (The last issue of this magazine was 
published in 1986-87, and the November-December, 
1980, issue is no longer in print. Copies of the sup- 
plement, however, can be obtained from the 
ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for S2). 



quency theory, constituaona! studies, juvenile justice, the 
application of technologv, and the effects of cultural differ- 
ences on the perception and practice of law. 

• i\icKnine> Bro\vningv Mabel C, supplement editor, 
T()day \ EduLdtum (No\eniber-DeLeniber 1980^ 61-68. 
This supplement to luday \ I liuatiun consists of six short 

articles nitroduLing different \v.,;S thai teachers nationwide 
are building LRC into their course. Highlighted are nio^k 
trials, literature, and problem solving. 

• Pereira, Carol) n, 'Taw -Related Education in Elenientarv 
and Sexondar) Schools; ERIC Digc.st (ERIC Order Num- 
ber. EDO-S088-6) (Bloomington, Indiana. Clearinghouse 
for Social Studies/Social Science Education, June 1988;. 
This article addresses (1) the meaning of law-related edu- 
cation, (2 J reasons fur including ERE in the ciirriculuin, (3j 
ways to include LRE in the curriculum, and {4} characteris- 
tics uf effecti\e LRE progMiiis in elementary and secundar) 
schools. Also included is a short resource list of additional 
background readings. 

• Starr, Isidore, "The Law Studies Mo\ement: A Memoir,'' 
Peabody Journal of Education (October 1977), 6-11. 
This article b> Isidore Starr, affectionatel) known as the 

"father of law-related education," pro\ides a history of the 
law -related education mo\enient and its earl\ pioneers. This 
account of the beginnings and growth of the law studies 
nuncment contributes ustfullv to understanding the ]ig-saw 
puzzle uf currieular change. The cunsensus of the early 
leaders in the field of LRE was that effective Lnv studies 
instruction woul*' lead to an understanding of the nature of 
law in our socu ,, de\elop analytical skills in confronting 
value conflicts, assist in probing moral and ethical dilemmas, 
and develop an appreciation for legal processes and the bases 
of law. 

• Starr, Isidore, guest editor, 'Teaching About the U.S. Con- 
stitution," Sodal Education (May 1973), 361-430. 
This section contains topl'cal articles, currieular sugges- 
tions, teaching strategies, and instructional resources, all 
related to teaching about the Constitution. 

"Law in the Schools. Goals and Methods," b\ Paul A. 
IVeund, is one of a number of c ,cellent articles in tins issue. 
In this article, I rcund helps to guide LRE in its formati\e 
years by setting out basic goals that continue to shape qual- 
ity LRl: programs today. 

IVeund asserts that learning moral reasoning or ethical 
analysis by continual practice in reaching decisions and hav- 
ing to justify thcni is a primary goal, and one that carries 
with it not only a resulting knowledge or appreciation of 
the lawv but also a skill useful to the student's entire educa- 
tional process. 

According to I reund, the methods for i caching these goals 
should involve a participatory, interactive leaining process 
foi the students^ using activities such as siiiuilaiion and 
role-playing. 

Books 

• Combs, [erroM, Shirley Parkinson, and Roland Case, edi- 
tors, /w/(/«s /;/ Viae. An Afialy^^is of the (ioals in Ixuv- 
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Related Education (Vancouver, Canada: University uf Brit- 
ish Columbia Center for tht Study of CurriLuluin and 
Instruction, 1989). 

This collection contains original papers b) a number of 
Canadian and American teachcr-educaturs and legal educa- 
tors. The papers critically assess some suggested goals o( law - 
related education (as opposed t j methods or strategies for 
teaching LRE content;, and prop(Jse and justify new goals 
for LRE. Topics include: critical thinking and LRE, teach- 
ing about law reform, LRE as citizenship education, legal 
reasoning, and building respect for law. The publication is 
geared toward both LRE teachers and instructors of prcser- 
vice LRE teachers 

• Fmaf Report of the US. Office of ILducatiou Study Group 
on Liw-Related Education (Washington, D.C.. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 19:'9), OE Publication No. 
79-43000. (This publication is out of print and is no 
longer a\ailable from the U.S. Govermmnt Printing Office. 
Copies can be obtained from the ABA/YEFC Clearing- 
house for S2). 

The Study Group on Law-Pv*.laied Education examined 
the condition of law -related education in the United States, 
including its growth, the roles which various agencies and 
institutions played in thai growth, the \alues of l,RL, and 
its needs. The report of the Study Group sets forth a strategy 
to accomplish national support for LRE. 

A memorandum submiiteJ by the American Bar Associa- 
tion is attached to the Study Group's report as Appendix E. 
The "Memorandum on Law -Related Education. A Cru- 
cial Component of American Education" reflects the collec- 
tive thinking of many leaders in the field of law-related 
education. 

• Le\ me, Eelice J., and June Louin Tapp, editors, Lm; Jus- 
ticey and the Individual m Society Psychological and Ijegal 



Issut'i. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1977). 

Three chapters in this bo(jk proNide good backround read- 
ings on LRE. Paul A. Lreund, the author of *'Li"A' in the 
Scluxjls,'' focuses on the objects es of law teaching as a coni- 
pcjUwUi ot elementary and high-school education. Nut only 
should legal education teach the content uf law, it should 
also emphasize an ability to reason dialect ically, cope with 
uiiceriaintv, appreciate the ethical dimensions of problems, 
and weigh the consequences of ducrse action. The complex- 
ities of achie\ing these goals are discussed, as well as the 
kinds of objectives law programs might well include, (hi ilus 
article, Freund provides an adaptation of the goal statements 
outlined m his earlier 1973 Social Education article, "Law 
in the Schools: Goals and Methods.") 

Lei ice J. Lev ine and June Louin Tapp, in their chapter "The 
Dialectic of Legal Socialization in Community and School," 
aim to clarify the relation between the individual's natural 
reasoning ability and the impact of social variables. Legal 
education should be parr uf a broad societal ♦.ommitnient 
to socialize and resocialize individuals to become more inter- 
active, self-reliant participants in multiple systems of law. 

"Developing Senses of Law and Legal Justice," by June 
Louin Tapp and Lawrence Kohlberg, sets forth a theory of 
legal development, derived from cognitive developmental the- 
ory, using data on American students from kindergarten to 
college, as well as data on preadolescents from many nations. 
The data shows that socialization experiences can influence 
the growth of legal values and rcjles both positively and nega- 
tively, implications of the theory and findings are discussed 
for legal socialization. 



CORIN.NE "CooKih"J.hViTZ IS a lawyer who now serves as 
a prajCit dirccto) for the AB.Vs Special Committee on Youth 
liducatiofi for Citizenship 
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